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First International Pediatric Cardio-Oncology Conference Slated
for October 21-22 in Cincinnati
It is with great pride that we announce the First International Pediatric CardioOncology Conference is slated for October 21-22, 2022. The meeting, which is
jointly sponsored by the Cincinnati Children’s Heart Institute, Oishei Children’s
Hospital/Jacobs School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, University
at Buffalo, and Sofia’s Hope Inc. will be held in Cincinnati, OH at The Westin.
The purpose of this first-ever conference is to bring together thought-leaders,
practitioners, and advocates in the field of pediatric cardio-oncology for a
uniquely focused session. Topics to be covered include:
• Emerging therapies in pediatric cardio-oncology, including ICI, targeted therapies, CAR T-cell
• Approach to therapy in patients with cardiotoxicity
• Cardiometabolic syndrome and cardiovascular risk factors in survivors of pediatric cancer
• Cardio-protective strategies in cancer therapy
• Surveillance for cardiotoxicity
• Case presentations and patient discussion with experts in the field of cardio-oncology
The Steering Committee is world renowned and comprised of nationally and internationally recognized leaders in cardio-oncology. We anticipate attracting 150-200
participants from the international community of pediatric cardiologists and
oncologists, nurses and advanced practitioners, pharmacists, trainees, and patient
advocates. There are sponsorship opportunities available to support this effort. For
more information, please visit: https://www.cincyhearteducationseries.org/cardio-onc

Let’s Send South Florida Medical Staff to Cincinnati
As the First International Pediatric Cardio-Oncology Conference comes into full focus
this October, our attention turns to how to support local medical professionals gain
the critical knowledge in the field of pediatric cardio-oncology, and we need your help.
Our goal is to send twelve (12) local medical professionals to the conference. These
front-line nurses, nurse practitioners, clinicians, survivorship specialists and/or physician
assistants are critical to the care of our little warriors but may not always receive the
funding necessary for annual continued professional education.
The field of pediatric cardio-oncology is quickly emerging in its prominence and the
conference course directors Dr. Steven Lipshultz and Dr. Thomas Ryan are the world’s
leading authorities. This conference will be one for the records in terms of expanding
and advancing the research in this space. We need to ensure the medical community
in our own backyard is part of this sentinel moment.
Two scholarships will be provided to each partner hospital, and we are looking to
raise approximately $4,000. To make a gift, please scan the QR code.
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ANNOUNCING: Soﬁa’s Hope Program Coordinator
We are proud to announce we recently hired a Program Coordinator. Jennifer Allen,
former Board member, long-time Sofia’s Hope supporter and riding coach to both
Sofia and Gabi, is now a key member of our team, working closely with our President,
Marta Blanco.

“While hard to let go, our growth demands we expand the team.

Jennifer’s help will allow me to focus on other areas of the
organization while still being involved in program development.
Looking forward to working with her.

”

Marta Blanco, Founder & President

Jennifer is responsible for managing all patient and family programs including logistics,
communications, staffing activities, volunteers, etc. Welcome aboard, Jennifer!

UPDATE: Art Programs Returning
for In-Person Events
As the world returns to the days before COVID, so do the hospitals we support,
albeit cautiously. In March our art therapist, Eliane Cristian, went back to MCI for
a special Spring Break event and is now scheduled to return monthly. Ms. Cristian is
also scheduled for an in-person visit to NCH at the Michael Fux Center in June. She
continues her virtual sessions but is thrilled to be meeting and supporting patients
in-person. And in May, ClayWorld returned to NCH after over two years away!
Jorge Cruz, owner of ClayWorld, said “going back felt so good…being able to interact
with the kids again was amazing!”. Thanks to The Kirk Foundation for their ongoing
support of the art program!

Congratulations to 2022-2023 Scholarship Winners!
This year we received over 150 completed applications for the Sofia’s Hope
Scholarship Program which provides scholarships to childhood cancer patients/
survivors and siblings. Recipients receive a $2,000 allowance for tuition/room
and board, plus a laptop. Three recipients for each scholarship were named,
plus an Honorable Mention (HM) who receives a laptop. Our thanks to the Review
Committee and to R2Uniﬁed Technologies for providing the laptops.
Soﬁa Blanco Scholarships
Preston Kilzer
Emma Harrison
Michael O’Keefe
Alyssa Beggs HM

Gabriela Blanco Scholarships
Jeremy Lejeune
Laneah Hunker
Nicholas Wesoloskie
Charlie Schwartz HM

SOFIA’S HOPE NEW CONTACT NUMBERS:
Sofia’s Hope Main #: (786) 730-4545
Jennifer Allen, Program Coordinator: (786) 730-9405
Marta Blanco, Founder & President: (786) 730-9440
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Field Trip to Zoo Miami in April
It’s hard to believe it’s been over two years since our last in-person field trip to
Zoo Miami, but we are back! On April 7th, Sofia’s Hope hosted 13 families, almost
50 people, for a fun day at the zoo. The zoo educational team gave us a guided tour
of the Africa Exhibit, we fed the giraffes, and later fed ourselves lunch at the Oasis
Café. Afterwards the families enjoyed the zoo on their own and left with their
souvenir Adopts. Our thanks to the Miami Cancer Institute for their sponsorship
of the program!

Our Support Continues to Expand
Starting this February Sofia’s Hope is supporting families facing a childhood cancer
diagnosis through Vitas Healthcare. We provide ClayWorld clay kits, Adopt-An animal
crates, Holiday gift bags and more. Families will also be able to register for our virtual
programs including art therapy, summer camp, visits to the zoo, etc. As always, patients
and siblings are always welcome. A nod of thanks to Maria Maggi, previously Child
Life Specialist at NCH for reaching out to us and bridging this partnership!
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Join Heroes of Hope Today:
Become a Hero for Children Fighting Childhood Cancer
Heroes of Hope is a giving circle who stand hand-in-hand with Sofia’s Hope to
support the meaningful work of providing resources and help to childhood cancer
patients and their families. With a monthly gift of only $10 or more, Heroes of Hope
donors make an impact year-round.
Since we started in 2019, Heroes of Hope have contributed over almost $60,000. These
dollars have made the difference as we have expanded our reach into Broward and
Palm Beach counties, added scholarships and doubled down on our commitment to
families through Treasured Moments.
We can only make this happen together. Join us.
Scan the QR code to get started today.
Let’s stand together to fight childhood cancer with HOPE!
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