






A Doll’s Journey Partnership and 2021 Expansion
Since 2019, So� a’s Hope has partnered with Muriel Rivero and A Doll’s Journey to 
bring over 30 young girls their own American Girl “Truly Me” doll. These dolls have 
been very well received as they help remind these warriors that their beautiful bald 
heads are badges of honor to be worn with pride.  

So much so, that this year we will be expanding the program 
to offer young boys (and girls) their own Timeless Teddy Bear 
from Build-A-Bear. All of our young warriors are our heroes and 
inspiration, and we hope these new friends bring them joy and 
comfort now and always. 

Study Buddies: A Free Tutoring Service
Our Study Buddies tutoring program was established in 2020 to help children with 
cancer, survivors and their siblings with their math and science schoolwork. Many 
children affected by cancer develop learning disabilities due to treatment and many 
have to leave school. We want to help them stay on track with their studies and help 
them succeed. 

To ensure safety and maintain social distancing rules, all tutoring will be done 
through Zoom or FaceTime. The program idea was brought forward and is now 
lead by Maria Mantero, who has worked as a tutor for � ve years, helping 10 families 
and 15 children with their math and science courses. 

For more information and to sign up your child for this free service, please email 
info@so� ashope.org.

Virtual Visits to Zoo and ClayWorld Art Projects 
A Success
Our bi-annual � eld trips to Zoo Miami became interactive virtual sessions where 
patients, their siblings and other family members learned about various animals 
from Grant Fischer, Education Program Manager at Zoo Miami. 

Our � rst session in December was all about the Florida Panther, the silent predator 
that almost went extinct and is slowly making a comeback through conservation. In 
January we learned about giraffes and last month about apes. We also added sessions 
of clay art fun with Jorge Cruz from ClayWorld so that each participant could make 
their own, unique clay animal souvenir. Overall, over 60 patients and their family 
members participated, some as far away as Los Angeles!  

COVID Does Not Stop Equestrian Program!
In the past year, we have provided twenty-seven patients or siblings with individual, 
private horseback riding lessons at Whispering Manes Therapeutic Riding Center.  
Participants groomed their horse, learned about horsemanship and received horseback 
riding lessons.  

Special thanks to The Miami Cancer Institute at Baptist Health South Florida for their 
continued support of this program.

Progress Update: 2021 So� a’s Hope College Scholarships
In mid-January, So� a’s Hope opened this year’s application cycle for both the 
So� a and Gabriela Blanco College Scholarships through a new online portal which 
offers students and the organization alike the ability to easily organize application 
information, and submit completed applications with a touch of a button.  

We are offering six (6) total scholarships—three to patients/survivors and three to 
siblings. Each scholarship offers recipients $2,000 toward tuition or room and board, 
along with a laptop (� rst-time awardees only), made possible through our partner, 
R2 United Technologies.

Over 140 applications were submitted by our April 1, 2021. The awardees will be 
advised by May 1st. Please help us spread the word, and if you plan to submit an 
application, good luck! 

Healing Arts Art Therapy Program
Eliane Cristian, our licensed creative art therapist, continues providing patients and 
siblings with a safe environment via FaceTime and WhatsApp for them to express 
their feelings and heal through art. Together they have done healing mandalas, 
drawn their spirit animals and feelings pictures, discussed Wish vacations, and so 
much more. While we would love for sessions to be done in-person, we continue to 
see the value of these virtual sessions which is why we now offer eight sessions a 
month, with two one Saturday a month. 
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“ Thank you so much for giving us the opportunity to spend some 
time at Whispering Manes today!!! Makenzie truly enjoyed every 
minute of it! She de� nitely needed this! ”

Makenzie’s mom


